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CHAPTER III 
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 
 
A. Research Design 
 In this research, the researcher used descriptive qualitative research as 
the method to analyze students’ errors in using degrees of comparison that 
occur at present.The researcher describes the students’errors in testing degrees 
of comparison by using percentage of students errors. This research has one 
variable that is the errors made bythe third year of students at Junior High 
School 2 Cerenti. Gay (1987, p. 11) says that the descriptive research involves 
collecting data to test hypothesis or to answer question concerning the current 
status of the subject of the study. Therefore, this study tried toanalyze the 
errors made by the third year students at Junior High School 2 Cerenti in using 
degree of comparison.  
 
B. Location and Time of the Research 
 This research was conducted at the Junior High School 2 Cerenti. It is 
located on Sungai Perupuk Pulau Panjang Cerenti, Kuantan Singingi, Riau. It 
was conducted from July 2017.  
 
C. The subject and object of the research 
The subject of this research was the third year of students at Junior 
High School 2 Cerenti. Meanwhile, the object of the research was the 
students’ errors in using degree of comparison.  
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D. Population and Sample of the Research 
The population of this research was the the third year students of 
Junior High School 2Cerenti. The population consisted of five classes. The 
detail number of students includes in this following table: 
TABLE III. 1 
The Population of the Third Year of Junior  
High School 2 Cerenti 
 
Class Male Female Total 
IX. 1 9 15 24 
IX. 2 8 15 23 
IX. 3 8 15 23 
IX. 4 8 15 23 
IX. 5 10 13 23 
Total 43 73 116 
 
In this research, not all population became the participants. Therefore, 
the researcher only took a class as the sample. To determine the sample, the 
researcher used cluster random sampling. Having the sample, the researcher 
used lottery by passing out small rolled paper marked by sequence name class. 
Then, after passing out the paper, the sample of the research was class IX.2. 
TABLE III. 2 
Sample of the Research 
Class Total  
IX.2 23 
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E. The Technique of Data Collection 
In this research, the researcher used the test to collect the data. 
Therefore, the researcher gave a test to the students by making them write 
paragraph about degree of comparison. The test was used to find out the types 
of the errors made by the students in using degree of comparison on writing.  
 
F. The data analysis 
The research was a descriptive research and was focused on students’ 
error in using degree of comparison on their writing ability. The objective of 
this research was to find out the types of errors made by students. The data 
were analyzed by categorizing types of the error made by the students into 
each the type of errors. The researcher referred to the types of errors as 
suggested by Dullay, (1982, p. 138) that generally the type of error can be 
classified into Addition, Omission, Misformation, and Misordering. 
Morever, to find out the frequency of students’ errors in using degrees 
of comparison on writing, the researcher used Anas’ formula (2004, p. 43) as 
follows : 
P = 
 
 
        
Where: 
 P : percentage 
 F : Number of frequency 
 N : Total of errors 
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G. Realibility and Validity of the Test 
1. Realibility of the Test 
A test must be reliable as a measuring instrument. Realibility is a 
necessary characteristic of any good test. Brown (2004) said that a reliable 
test is consistent and dependable. It means that the test should have similar 
results when the tester gives the same test to the same respondent on two 
different occasions. According to Cohen et.al,(2007), the guidelines for 
reliability is as follows: 
Table III.3 
Category of Reliability 
 
No Reliability Category 
1 >0.90 Very highly reliable 
2 0.80-0.90 Highly reliable 
3 0.70-0.79  Reliable 
4 0.60-0.69 Minimally reliable 
5 <0.60 Unacceptably low reliability 
 
In this research, the writer used software SPSS 16.0 version to 
calculate the reliability of test. The result of test reliability is as follows: 
Reliability Statistics 
Cronbach's 
Alpha 
Cronbach's 
Alpha Based 
on 
Standardized 
Items N of Items 
.870 .876 3 
 
 
 The reliability value of the test was 0.870. It was categorized into  
high reliable level.  
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2. Validity of the Test 
Validity is one of the important things in preparing or choosing an 
instrument. Fraenkel (2009, p. 148) defines validation as the process of 
collecting and analyzing the evidence to support such inferences. By doing 
validity test, the researcher can know what degrees the evidence supports 
any inferences that have been made based on the collected data from the 
instrument.  
To know the validity of the test, the researcher used content 
validity. Content validity refers to the content and format of the 
instrument. How appropriate the content or format is. Thus, the researcher 
gave the test based on the material that was learned by the students. The 
researcher prepared the test that was not difficult and not to easy. The 
material of the test was taken from the textbook of third year students 
SMP/MTS, and  also approved by advisors.  
To analyze the validity of data, the researcher used Ms.Excel. From 
the analysis on the item values, it was found the score and total score. 
Based on the try out result of the instrument validity, it showed the test 
was valid. It means that the instrument could be used in this research. The 
result of test validity is as follows: 
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Table III. 4 
Validity of the Test 
No STUDENTS 1 2 3 total 
1 STUDENT 1 1 2 0 5 
2 STUDENT 2 0 2 2 4 
3 STUDENT 3 3 3 3 6 
4 STUDENT 4 0 0 0 3 
 5 STUDENT 5 3 3 3 4 
6 STUDENT 6 4 5 2 7 
7 STUDENT 7 2 2 2 7 
8 STUDENT 8 0 1 1 4 
9 STUDENT 9 0 2 2 5 
10 STUDENT 10 0 0 0 2 
11 STUDENT 11 2 2 2 5 
12 STUDENT 12 4 5 3 8 
13 STUDENT 13 3 3 2 5 
14 STUDENT 14 4 4 1 5 
15 STUDENT 15 0 2 1 3 
 
 
r
item 
 
0.71660953 0.77612 0.626497 
 
 
r
table 
0.5140 0.5140 0.5140 
 
  
valid valid valid 
 
 
